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MANTIS MERCADER, Administrative Patent Judge. 



DECISION ON REQUEST FOR REHEARING 



1 The two-month time period for filing an appeal or commencing a civil action, as 
recited in 37 C.F.R. § 1.304, begins to run from the decided date shown on this 
page of the decision. The time period does not run from the Mail Date (paper 
delivery) or Notification Date (electronic delivery). 
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Appellants requested a rehearing of our decision dated September 11, 2008, 
wherein we affirmed the rejections of claims 1 and 5-8 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

Appellants agree with the definition of a reference node as "a node having a 
voltage that is used as a point of reference," however, Appellants disagree with the 
definition of a reference node as "a node holding a comparison voltage" because in 
"a single-ended sense amplifier" the input data voltage and the reference voltage 
cannot both be identified as reference voltages (Reh'g. Req. 2) (emphasis added). 
For further clarification, the Board adopted the terms "comparison voltage" 
in the context of a voltage being used in a comparison operation. 
Furthermore, Appellants' argument is not commensurate in scope with the 
claim limitations. In other words, while Appellants emphasize the 
distinction of a reference node as it relates to "a single-ended sense 
amplifier, " Appellants did not claim a "single-ended sense amplifier." We 
further note that while Appellants argue what does not constitute a reference 
node (Reh'g. Req. 2-4), Appellants do not indicate what does constitute a 
reference node. Nonetheless, Appellants' Figure 10 and Specification pages 
33-34 describe the reference node 1021 as a capacitive node (i.e., due to the 
added capacitance from transistors 1025 and 1026) having a data signal 
applied thereto. Thus, based on Appellants' Specification, we accordingly 
interpreted either one of Pilo's sense amplifier nodes 101 and 102 as shown 
in Figure 1, as a reference node, because each one stores respective signals 
MUXLAT and MUXLAT* and the capacitor-connected transistors 57 and 
56 add capacitance to each of the nodes 101 and 102, respectively. Thus, we 
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maintain that Pilo teaches a reference node serving as a reference voltage of 
the sense amplifier as claimed. 

Appellants' argument that "the admission of the input signal to the 
'reference nodes' 101, 102 cannot occur before measurement of the input signal is 
initiated at transistors 26 and 27," (Reh'g. Req. 5) (emphasis in original), because 
the activation of the sampling circuit admits the input signal to the reference node, 
which occurs before measurement of the input signal is also not persuasive. 

As we stated in our opinion, the activation of Pilo's sampling circuit 
(i.e., inverters 36, 37, 38, and transmission gates 40, 43, and 52) occurs at a 
predetermined interval (i.e., predetermined component delays) before 
measurement of the input signal is initiated (i.e., measurement of the input 
signals MUXLAT and MUXLAT* is initiated at transistors 26 and 27) {see 
Findings of Fact 4-7 as presented in our opinion). In other words, the 
activation of the sampling circuit (i.e., inverters 36, 37, 38, and transmission 
gates 40, 43, and 52) admits the input signal to the reference node (i.e., 
reference nodes 101 and 102), which occurs before measurement of the 
input signal (i.e., at transistors 26 and 27). 

Therefore, based on the foregoing discussion, we remain of the 
opinion that we appropriately affirmed the Examiner's rejection of the 
claims. Appellants' request for rehearing has been granted to the extent that 
our decision has been reconsidered, but such a request is denied with respect 
to making any modifications to the decision. 
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No time period for taking any subsequent action in connection with 
this appeal may be extended under 37 C.F.R § 1.136(a)(l)(iv). 

REHEARING DENIED 



KIS 
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